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Cardiac Perforation Caused by Selective Angiocardiography,
Repart of 7 GCases

Zhou Qiyu, et al
Tianfin Chest Hospital

Cardiac perforation with intramural deposition of contrast agent is a severe com-

plication of selective angiocardiography. Seven cases in a seriess of 725 angiocardio-

grams (0.9%) in the past 25 ¥ears were reported. Contrast agent in the pericardial
sac through the left and right ventricular wall was found in 5 instances, intramyo-
cardial injection of the contrast in all 7 cases.

With the onset of injection, arrhythmia developed in all but one, extrasystoles
in mild case, ventricular tachycardia, ventricular fibrillation in moderate {0 severe
cases, followed by respiratory arrest. No patient died after resuscitation. Recovery
was good with no late sequelae.

The position of the catheter tip with end-hole, side-hole or end-side-hole lying
with the myocardium, or being held lorcefully against the myocardium was thought
responsible for the complication. Methods for decreasing the incidence of this were
discussed.
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